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How is Arts and Cultural Education
Relevant for Today ahd Tomorrow?

As our world faces new challenges associated with technological advancements, climate change
and ageing demographics, we believe that Arts and Culture education plays an increasingly vital
role in equipping the future generation with specific skill sets to tackle them. Cultivating creativity,
critical thinking, problem-solving abilities, communication, and cross-cultural understanding
through arts education becomes imperative as employment in the creative sectors continues
to grow and employees increasingly find themselves navigating complex societal issues. The
authors recommend that our current education system evolve to seamlessly integrate arts into
STEM disciplines. Doing so not only prepares our students to take on work in the creative sector
but also enables them to contribute to positive outcomes across other domains of society.
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SKills cultivated through Arts and Cultural Education é\

By providing a platform for exploration and sharing, Arts and Cultural education is key to
nurturing the following essential skills, which are crucial for adapting to the evolving workforce
and navigating societal problems.
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Arts-based programmes emphasise creative

processes such as combining elements in q
new ways which significantly improve
innovation as the Torrance Tests of Creative

Studying artworks teaches individuals to be
observant and analyse the world in greater
depth, building the foundation for critical

Thinking (TTCT) scores improved by 0.27 thinking.
standard deviation. ®
(Chung and Li, 2021)
(Egana-delSol, 2023)
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CROSS-CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING AND
EMPATHY

COMMUNICATION AND COLLABORATION

Sharing creative experiences builds
teamwork and collaboration as individuals A 2023 Indonesian study revealed
engage in meaningful dialogue. growing intergroup prejudice amongst
youths. Art education can help to counter

this by catalysing empathy, fostering
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understanding across cultures.

(Xia, 2024)
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Relevance of ArtS and Cultural Education

The importance of Arts and Cultural Education lies in its ability to nurture the very competencies
imperative for both meeting the demands of the burgeoning creative economy and adeptly
navigating complex future societal challenges.

The growing heed for a creative
ecohomy workforce

Navigate complex and sensitive
societal problems

Between 2011-2019, growth in Cultural and
Creative employment has outpaced growth

47%0 of experts believe life will worsen for

most by 2025 due to worsening economic

in overall employment by 4.3%0, signalling inequality and the spread of misinformation

increasing demand for skills like creativity, showing the vital need for skills such as

innovation, and problem-solving that arts that arts education develops such as cross-

education cultivates. cultural understanding and empathy.
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STEAM Approach

The importance of Arts and Cultural Education lies in its ability to nurture the very competencies
imperative for both meeting the demands of the burgeoning creative economy and adeptly
navigating complex future societal challenges.

@ @ @ Incorporating Arts in the conventional STEM (Science, Technology,
@ Engineering and Mathematics) approach prepares students to not

. only understand STEM but also know how to apply principles from
these disciplines to creatively solve problems (Marr, 2020). The end
results are students who take thoughtful risks, engage in experiential

learning, persist in problem-solving, embrace collaboration and work

+ through the creative process (The Institute for Arts Integration and
; STEAM, 2020).
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